
 

 
 
 
 
RE: Support for the Wenatchee Valley Bicycle Friendly Community Application 

 

Dear BFC Reviewers: 

Confluence Health is very pleased to support the Wenatchee Valley Bicycle Friendly Community 
Renewal Application. We have worked with several organizations in the area and we are thrilled 
to show the progress to improve bicycling our community has made since our bronze 
designation was awarded in 2014. 

One of the major draws Wenatchee Valley has for future employees is the accessibility to 
outdoor activity, biking included. Being designated a bronze level Bicycle Friendly Community 
has allowed us to concretely show the features of this valley to potential applicants, and we 
only hope to see improvement. The opportunity to continue or move up with this designation 
will continue to allow Confluence Health to recruit new and active employees who can help 
facilitate some of the exciting work the community hopes to facilitate in the upcoming years. 

Confluence Health actively supports alternative commuting options in the area. Currently, the 
city is improving a major roadway adjacent to the hospital. They are improving lighting, and 
sidwalks, while also adding bike lanes. Whie this has impacted parking and flow to the hospital, 
we are supportive of the improvements and value it adds to the community. Additionally, we 
have supported the city’s initiatives to promote biking to work by hosting commuter stations 
with treats, and participate in the citywide bike to work day events. We offer bike storage sheds 
for all employees that bike to work. We have also co-sponsored the Wenatchee Velo helmet 
giveaway to promote safe biking for the children in our community. There is a currently a 
project to improve and expand a major trail system in the area that attracts many mountain 
bikers. Our organization has advertised these efforts and promoted the opportunity for our 
employees volunteer in these efforts. 

In addition to this support, Confluence Health has actively been involved in the Regional Bicycle 
Advisory Community meetings. We have had a member go and support their efforts and report 
back to the organization. We have established a Wellness program for employees that 
promotes biking, running and walking. We complete quarterly campaigns that encourage 
people to get active outdoors, such as biking. Many of our executives, directors, and managers  

 



 

 

 

 

encourage employees to bike to work, mountain bike, or ride the Apple Loop Trail and always 
lead by example. 

There is so much great work happening for bicycling in the region (events, infrastructure, and 
mountain biking development, among other initiatives) and we truly believe that Wenatchee 
Valley is on its way to becoming one of the best bicycling communities in Washington State.  

 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Jim Wood, 
Chief Administrative Officer 
Confluence Health 
 
 
 
JoEllen Colson, 
VP Human Resources 
Confluence Health 


